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Photo Caption: Pictured above are Southern State’s 2022-23 SOCHE Excellence Awards recipients. From 
left to right are Dr. Joshua Montgomery, Dr. Julianne Krebs, and Susan Morris. 

 

Southern State Community College honors three employees who will receive 
SOCHE Excellence Awards 

The Strategic Ohio Council for Higher Education (SOCHE) has recognized three Southern State 
Community College individuals who have demonstrated excellence in teaching, service, and 
scholarship. Those honored with the 2022-23 SOCHE Excellence Awards include Dr. Joshua 
Montgomery, Dr. Julianne Krebs, and Susan Morris. 

The Faculty Excellence Award, presented to Dr. Joshua Montgomery, recognizes full-time and 
adjunct faculty who have made significant contributions to their institution’s mission. Dr. 
Montgomery is the Associate Professor of Computer Science, a Division Coordinator for Applied 
Sciences, and the eSports Coordinator at Southern State. He serves as the Custom Curriculum 
Coordinator for the Ohio Coders Project, an initiative that was developed to help K-12 schools 
in southern Ohio develop coding skills. Dr. Montgomery also volunteers for multiple STEAM 
droid/robot builder organizations.  

The Staff Excellence Award, presented to Dr. Julianne Krebs, recognizes those who go above 
and beyond the call for service. Dr. Krebs is the Director of Nursing and Dean of Health Sciences 
at Southern State and demonstrates a passion for nursing practice and a drive to improve the 
health of the communities served.  She utilizes a team approach and values the knowledge and 
skill of the members. She views community and educational partners as key components of 
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success. She sees opportunity in the everchanging environments of healthcare and education is 
viewed as an exciting and ongoing learning experience.  

The Campus Impact Award, presented to Susan Morris, is given to employees who have made 
exemplary impacts at their institution. Through Susan’s leadership as the COVID-19 
Coordinator, Southern State developed the resilience to overcome the COVID-19 pandemic. 
During the 2022 pandemic recovery phase, Susan was a student success champion and coach, 
assisting at-risk students to become academically successful. Her work was highlighted at the 
“Emerging Stronger” adjunct faculty conference in March 2023. Her passion to build scholars 
and leaders has elevated Southern State’s Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society Chapter to a 5-star 
level with many regional and international awards. Receiving a 2022 milestone award, she was 
also recognized as a most distinguished PTK advisor for the Ohio Region. 

“Southern State is fortunate to have many wonderful faculty and staff,” says Southern State’s Vice 
President of Academic Affairs Dr. Erika Goodwin.  “The three award winners this year exemplify 
Southern State’s core values and have made a significant impact on our students and their 
colleagues.  We are honored to recognize three truly outstanding members of our team,” Goodwin 
adds.  

SOCHE is the regional leader for higher collaboration, engaging with colleges, universities, and 
industry to transform the economy through the education and employment of nearly 200,000 
students in Southwest Ohio. See more at http://www.soche.org.  

For more information about Southern State Community College, its faculty, and educational 
offerings, visit http://www.sscc.edu.  
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Southern State Community College does not discriminate, in its programs or activities, against applicants, employees, or students on the basis of 
race, color, religion, gender, gender identity or expression, national origin (ancestry), military status (past, present or future), disability, age (40 
years or older), status as a parent during pregnancy and immediately after the birth of a child, status as a parent of a young child, status as a 
nursing mother, status as a foster parent, genetic information, or sexual orientation. Questions about this should be directed to the Lead Title IX 
Coordinator, 100 Hobart Drive, Hillsboro, OH 45133; (937) 393-3431. The following people have been designated to handle inquiries regarding 
the non-discrimination policies: 

Dr. Peggy Chalker, Dean of Articulation and Transfer and Director of Student Success | Title IX Lead Coordinator 
100 Hobart Drive, Hillsboro, OH 45133 | pchalker@sscc.edu | 800.628.7722, Ext. 2880 

Mindy Markey-Grabill, Vice President of Human Resources | Title IX Coordinator 
100 Hobart Drive, Hillsboro, OH 45133 | 800.628.7722, Ext. 2550 

 

http://www.soche.org/
http://www.sscc.edu/
mailto:pchalker@sscc.edu

	Dr. Peggy Chalker, Dean of Articulation and Transfer and Director of Student Success | Title IX Lead Coordinator
	Mindy Markey-Grabill, Vice President of Human Resources | Title IX Coordinator

