
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pictured above is Garrett Irvin 
 

Southern State Student Grateful for Nursing Program’s Strong 
Preparation and Positive Impact  

 
Garrett Irvin graduated from Southern State in 2019 with an Associate of Arts degree. In the fall of 
2024, he decided to return to Southern State to pursue a degree in nursing—a lifelong passion 
where he could develop the skills needed to help others and make a meaningful difference.  
 
Irvin initially chose Southern State for the convenience and affordability. When he decided to 
reenroll a few years later, it was because of the college’s excellent reputation in nursing education. 
Having previously attended Southern State, the decision to return was an easy one. “My past 
experience here was incredibly positive,” Irvin shared. “I was confident Southern State would be the 
best choice for pursuing this new academic and professional path.” 
 
A defining aspect of Irvin’s educational experience has been Southern State’s strong sense of 
community. According to Irvin, the environment is one where individuals are consistently 
supported and encouraged to succeed. “At no point, during my time at Southern State, have I felt 
unheard or set up for failure,” he recalled. “Everyone is committed to helping one another, and that 
kind of support is hard to find elsewhere.” 
 
Irvin also praised the campus culture, describing professors, staff, and peers as exceptionally kind, 
professional, and welcoming. Southern State’s collaborative atmosphere has played a key role in 
fostering both academic and personal growth for Irvin. 
 
When asked if he would recommend Southern State to others, his response was very clear. “Of 
course I would recommend Southern State! This college offers great opportunities for people from 
all backgrounds. Getting a college degree requires hard work and dedication, and the support you 
receive at Southern State makes all the difference,” said Irvin. 
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Looking ahead, Irvin plans to graduate in May and take the National Council Licensure Examination 
(NCLEX) to become a licensed Registered Nurse. His career goal is to work in an Intensive Care 
Unit, an area he finds especially compelling. 
 
“I feel confident in my abilities, thanks to the strong knowledge, clinical rotations, and 
preceptorship opportunities provided by Southern State,” Irvin said. “I am truly grateful for the 
experience and support I’ve received.” 
 
Southern State Community College continues to prepare students for meaningful careers through 
hands-on learning, dedicated instruction, and a commitment to student success. 

For more information about Southern State’s healthcare programs, application requirements, 
financial aid/scholarships, or upcoming start dates, visit www.sscc.edu or contact Health Sciences 
Navigator Betty Cole at 800.628.7722, Ext. 2640, or bcole@sscc.edu.  

Summer Semester begins May 26 and Fall Semester begins August 24. Registration is currently 
open for both semesters. Connect with Southern State today.  
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Southern State does not discriminate, in its programs or activities, against applicants, employees, or students on the basis of race, color, religion, gender, gender 
identity or expression, national origin (ancestry), military status (past, present or future), disability, age (40 years or older), status as a parent during pregnancy and 
immediately after the birth of a child, status as a parent of a young child, status as a nursing mother, status as a foster parent, genetic information, or sexual 
orientation. Questions about this should be directed to the Lead Title IX Coordinator, 100 Hobart Drive, Hillsboro, OH 45133; (937) 393-3431. 
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